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Matthew 23:29-36 2°"Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees,
you hypocrites! You build tombs for the prophets and decorate the
graves of the righteous. 39 And you say, 'lIf we had lived in the days of our
forefathers, we would not have taken part with them in shedding the
blood of the prophets.’ 31 So you testify against yourselves that you are
the descendants of those who murdered the prophets. 32Fill up, then,
the measure of the sin of your forefathers! 33"You snakes! You brood of
vipers! How will you escape being condemned to hell? 34Therefore | am
sending you prophets and wise men and teachers. Some of them you will
kill and crucify; others you will flog in your synagogues and pursue from
town to town. 35And so upon you will come all the righteous blood that
has been shed on earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of
Zechariah son of Berekiah, whom you murdered between the temple and
the altar. 361 tell you the truth, all this will come upon this generation.
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Craig: Good Morning Jim.

Jim: Good Morning Craig, glad to have you on the show again this
morning.

Craig: Thank you, it is good to be here, but to be honest, lamso tired
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teachers of the law and the Pharisees were messed up. For



Jim:

Craig:

Jim:

Craig:

Jim:

Craig:

Jim:

Craig:

Jim:

Craig:

the past month now, that is all we have been talking about.
Who picked Matthew 23 to preach on anyway?

Umm, I think you did.
Yea, ok, well I have had enough now, can we get off this ride?
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congregation any too comfortable, but I think you stillhave
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Bummer, | was afraid you were going to say that.
Well, what do you want me to tell them?

Hmm, well, you could slam the hammer down and write a few

i T OAh 091060 TECEO AA A OEAOEOAA
bat and chase everybody out of church. | found out, they both
accomplish about the same thing.

Yea, | know what you mean. But you know, the more | looked
at this passage, the more | realized, that is exactly what Jesus
was doing. He was sticking it to the Pharisees where it hurt
most.
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message was for the Pharisees, not me.
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How so?
Well, first let me give just a little groundwork about how we
got here in the first place. N - o
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speaks to the Pharisees. He has already blasted them 6 times
before this. | think we only blasted our congregations 4 times,
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so maybe they need a couple more before we get to this last
major point.

Umm, na | think they have had enough.

Ok, well then, lets look at the first six again briefly before we
bring home good old number seven.

(Nod in agreement) Sounds good.

The first woe in verse 13 was a warning about how lack of
faith keeps people out of the kingdom of God.

The second woe, the one that talked about beingsil T 6 O 1T £ E
Yea

That was about how their ridged laws only kept more people

out of the true kingdom of heaven.

The third woe8
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time around.

Yea neither could I. Does that mean I get out of the sermon?
No! You gotta come up with something. | mean we gotta have
a sermon during worship. That is just the way we do things

around here.

Yea | hear that a lot too. Ok well then at least let me skip to
the summary part.

That sounds like a really good idea.
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despair, misery, or sadness.
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like I was a child all over again, and being told that | do

everything wrong.
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Old Testament, they want to hear the cheery hope-filled News

of the New Testament.

Well, right you are. How did you get so smart anyway?

Well, just ask Tracy, she will tell you just how smart | am.

Um, yea, but anytime | ask her that kind of thing she just tells
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important to preach all these woe passages?

| thought you would never ask.

Ok, well | did.

Good.
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Well what?

Are you going to answer the question?

Oh yea, | almost forgot, | was just so happy you asked.



Jim: Ok, well | did.

Craig: Good.
Jim: (Pause) Ugh. (To congregation) What a way to fill the sermon
time.
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used in the New Testament. You see, Jesus is referring to the
Old Testament prophets; the fact that Israel had long rejected

' 1 AnBe€3engers. They even tried to cover over the sins of
their ancestors by building elaborate monuments to the
prophets and denying that they would have behaved the same
way as their parents and grandparents.

Jesus is just using the same language that the prophets used to
speak on behalf of God. And if you watch their reaction, (and
of course we have the advantage of history to know what
happens just a short while later, the crucifixion of Jesus) we
know that they would have done just like their parents did.

Anyway, if you allow me to skip all the other boring stuffand
CAO Ol OEA 031 xEAOh OEMAexEAO
O AAU PAOO85

Jim: Oh Yea, that is what this congregation wants to hear, give us
the so what.
Craig: Well, just like the Pharisees did, so are we. Have any of you
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Jim. Sure | have thought that.
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Me too. Well, that is what the Pharisees were doing, thinking

that they were better than their ancestors, that they would

have made better decisions. Then they went on to kill Jesus.
9AAh OEAO AT AOT 60 OAAT 1T U |1 AEA

Not really. But the point is, we all reject God, every human in
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pew, we are just like those Pharisees. We would like to think

that we are better than the next person, or even better than

our parents. Especially men, we have a competitive nature

about us such that we want to prove we are better.

Oh, I know what you mean, like I am better than you at
fantasy football, and basketball, and in Thialand | worked
harder than you, and you name it.

Uh, yea, exactly ,like you think you are better and worked
harder 8

Yep | think it, and | know it.

Thanks for proving my point.

No problem, I figured somebody had to.

Well, the crux of this passage is that while we, just like the
Pharisees, believe our faith is greater than others, our

morality better than the world, our commitment greater than
our neighbor, our obedience above the norm, and telling
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ourselves these things makes us feel good, it is still our sin
that nailed Jesus to the cross.
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person. We are just as much in need of a dose of humility as

the Pharisees. We are just as much in need of Christian

accountability as the Peter was.

That sounds like some of the reasons we get together every
six months.

You got that right. The anguish that we should feel isonly a
reality in the absence of the Cross.

Ok, now that one went too deep. Rephrase please.

Well, for example, when we think we can get along without
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When we think that we can get by without our morning
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When we think we can believe in our heart, but not confess
with out mouth that Jesus is Lord. (Romans 10:9-10)
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Or even if we do all of those things and think they make us
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In fact, when we make anything more importantthana )
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thanks for the special effects.
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push his followers beyond their comfort zone. Often Jesus
pushes us to express and share our faith with others, to speak
what we believe.
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Yep, that is the first thing that comes to mind when someone §
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faith. But | would suggest, that part of our act of accepting the

redeeming work of Christ on the Cross is our ability to
verbalize what that means to us.

They are not going to want you to be reappointed next year if

you keep this up.

Il ERh AOO xT O1T A ) AA UiI OO AOEAT A
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Jim, when | meet a friend at the store, you know one of the
first things | do is go home to Jody and say, guess who | saw
today. Do you do that?
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Or when | have a great conversation with a friend, I tell other
people about it. (Well except that pastoral confidence thing)

That is good to know, and so do I.

Or simply when | attend an exciting concert, sports game, or
community activity, | tell lots of people about that kind of
thing, because it was important to me, | enjoyed it, and | want
to share that experience with other people.

Ok, | am starting to see where you are taking this.

Well, greater than anything else | have experienced in this life
is my relationship with Jesus Christ, and his promise of
eternal life that he gives me. That iswhy | think it is
important that we speak what we believe, essentially, | am
sharing heaven.

So | would like to share with you, then challenge you to do the
same thing.

| just want you to know how important Jesus Christ is to me. |
believe Jesus Christ is my Lord and savior, that he died on the
cross for my sins, and that by his suffering, death, and
resurrection, | am washed clean and forgiven of all my sins. |
also believe that by his grace he has promised me eternal life
in heaven with God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Now you give it a go.
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Wow, you said that real nice like.

| have had a lot of practice lately. In fact | found out how
much fun, and how freeing it is to say it. Now it is your turn.

Do | have to do this better than you too?
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faith is an individual thing, and we all do it a little different.

Phew that is good to hear. Ok, O1 EAOA CI AOS8

Awesome, thanks for sharing that with me. Now do you
suppose we could be silent for a minute and listen to the
congregation do the same thing?

Hmm, | am not sure if they are ready for that or not.

| am not sure either, but | bet God is urging a few of them out

I £ OEAEO Al i £ OO UITAOS , AO
will encourage us with a spirit led testimony or two this

morning.

Wow God is good to us; just listen to all the lives that God has
touched. We really are a blessed community.
Now let us sing our closing hymn.
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