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Matthew 23:29-36  29 "Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, 
you hypocrites! You build tombs for the prophets and decorate the 
graves of the righteous.  30 And you say, 'If we had lived in the days of our 
forefathers, we would not have taken part with them in shedding the 
blood of the prophets.'  31 So you testify against yourselves that you are 
the descendants of those who murdered the prophets.  32 Fill up, then, 
the measure of the sin of your forefathers!  33 "You snakes! You brood of 
vipers! How will you escape being condemned to hell?  34 Therefore I am 
sending you prophets and wise men and teachers. Some of them you will 
kill and crucify; others you will flog in your synagogues and pursue from 
town to town.  35 And so upon you will come all the righteous blood that 
has been shed on earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of 
Zechariah son of Berekiah, whom you murdered between the temple and 
the altar.  36 I tell you the truth, all this will come upon this generation. 
 
(Prayer) 
 
Jim: ȣ!ÎÄ ÎÏ× ×Å ÉÎÔÅÒÒÕÐÔ ÔÈÉÓ ÒÅÇÕÌÁÒÌÙ ÓÃÈÅÄÕÌÅÄ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍ ÔÏ 

ÂÒÉÎÇ ÙÏÕ Ȱ3ÅÒÍÏÎ #ÈÁÔȢȱ 
 
Craig: Good Morning Jim. 
 
Jim: Good Morning Craig, glad to have you on the show again this 

morning. 
 
Craig: Thank you, it is good to be here, but to be honest, I am so tired 

ÏÆ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅÓÅ Ȭ×ÏÅ ÔÏ ÙÏÕȭ ÓÃÒÉÐÔÕÒÅÓȢ  ) ÇÅÔ ÔÈÅ ÐÏÉÎÔ ÁÌÒÅÁÄÙȟ ÔÈÅ 
teachers of the law and the Pharisees were messed up.  For 



the past month now, that is all we have been talking about.  
Who picked Matthew 23 to preach on anyway? 

 
Jim: Umm, I think you did. 
 
Craig: Yea, ok, well I have had enough now, can we get off this ride? 
 
Jim: )ȭÄ ÌÏÖÅ ÔÏȟ after all ÔÈÅ ÔÏÐÉÃÓ ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÍÁËÅ ÍÅ ÏÒ the 

congregation any too comfortable, but I think you still have 
one last sermon to preach.  DÏÎȭÔ ÔÒÙ ÁÎÄ ÓÌÉÐ ÏÕÔ ÏÆ ÉÔ ÎÏ×Ȣ 

 
Craig:  Bummer, I was afraid you were going to say that.   
 Well, what do you want me to tell them? 
 
Jim: Hmm, well, you could slam the hammer down and write a few 

ÍÏÒÅȟ Ȱ9ÏÕ ÍÉÇÈÔ ÂÅ Á 0ÈÁÒÉÓÅÅȱ ÌÉÓÔÓȟ ÏÒ ÙÏÕ ÃÏÕÌÄ ÊÕÓÔ ÔÁËÅ Á 
bat and chase everybody out of church.  I found out, they both 
accomplish about the same thing.   

 
Craig: Yea, I know what you mean.  But you know, the more I looked 

at this passage, the more I realized, that is exactly what Jesus 
was doing.  He was sticking it to the Pharisees where it hurt 
most. 

 
Jim: .Ï ÄÏÕÂÔȟ ÂÕÔ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÔÅÌÌ ÍÅȟ ) ÄÏÎȭÔ ÎÅÅÄ ÔÏ ÈÅÁÒ ÔÈÁÔ.  That 

message was for the Pharisees, not me. 
 
Craig: )Æ ÙÏÕ ÓÁÙ ÓÏȟ ÂÕÔ )ȭÍ ÎÏÔ ÓÕÒÅ ) ÁÇÒÅÅȢ 
 
Jim: How so? 
 
Craig: Well, first let me give just a little groundwork about how we 

got here in the first place.   
 4ÈÉÓ Ȱ7ÏÅ ÔÏ 9ÏÕȱ ÐÁÓÓÁÇÅ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÖÅÎÔÈ 7ÏÅ ÔÈÁÔ *ÅÓÕÓ 

speaks to the Pharisees.  He has already blasted them 6 times 
before this.  I think we only blasted our congregations 4 times, 



so maybe they need a couple more before we get to this last 
major point. 

 
Jim: Umm, na I think they have had enough. 
 
Craig: Ok, well then, lets look at the first six again briefly before we 

bring home good old number seven. 
 
Jim: (Nod in agreement) Sounds good. 
 
Craig: The first woe in verse 13 was a warning about how lack of 

faith keeps people out of the kingdom of God. 
 The second woe, the one that talked about being sÏÎȭÓ ÏÆ ÈÅÌÌȢ 
 
Jim: Yea 
 
Craig: That was about how their ridged laws only kept more people 

out of the true kingdom of heaven. 
 The third woeȣ 
 
Jim: ɉ#ÏÖÅÒÉÎÇ ÆÁÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÓÁÙÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÓÅÌÆɊ 5ÇÈȟ ) ÃÁÎȭÔ ÔÁËÅ ÁÎÙ ÍÏÒÅ ÏÆ 

ÔÈÉÓȢ  #ÁÌÇÏÎÅ ÔÁËÅ ÍÅ Á×ÁÙȣ 
Ok, Ok, that iÓ ÅÎÏÕÇÈȟ ) ÃÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÓÔÁÎÄ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÅÓ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ 
time around. 

 
Craig: Yea neither could I.  Does that mean I get out of the sermon? 
 
Jim: No! You gotta come up with something.  I mean we gotta have 

a sermon during worship.  That is just the way we do things 
around here.   

 
Craig: Yea I hear that a lot too.  Ok well then at least let me skip to 

the summary part. 
 
Jim: That sounds like a really good idea. 
 



Craig: $ÉÄ ÙÏÕ ËÎÏ× ÔÈÁÔ Ȱ7ÏÅȱ ÌÁÎÇÕÁÇÅ ×ÁÓ ÎÏÔ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÕÓÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 
Wild West with horses?  I mean it is ÎÏÔ 7ÈÏÁȟ ÓÐÅÌÌÅÄ Ȱ7ȱ 
Ȱ(ȱ Ȱ/ȱ Ȱ!ȱ ÁÎÄ ÍÅÁÎÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÃÏÍÅ ÔÏ Á ÓÃÒÅÅÃÈÉÎÇ ÈÁÌÔȢ  4ÈÉÓ 
×ÏÅ ÉÓ Ȱ7ȱ Ȱ/ȱ Ȱ%ȱȟ ÁÎÄ ÍÅÁÎÓ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÁÆÆÌÉÃÔÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÁÎÇÕÉÓÈȟ 
despair, misery, or sadness. 

 
Jim: 9ÅÁ ) ÇÏÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÐÁÒÔȢ  4ÈÁÔ ×ÁÓ ÏÎÅ ÒÅÁÓÏÎ ) ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÌÉËÅ ÉÔȢ  )Ô ÆÅÌÔ 

like I was a child all over again, and being told that I do 
everything wrong.   

 "ÅÓÉÄÅÓ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÄÏÎȭÔ ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÈÅÁÒ ÔÈÅ ÄÏÏÍ ÁÎÄ ÇÌÏÏÍ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
Old Testament, they want to hear the cheery hope-filled News 
of the New Testament. 

 
Craig: Well, right you are.  How did you get so smart anyway? 
 
Jim: Well, just ask Tracy, she will tell you just how smart I am. 
 
Craig: Um, yea, but anytime I ask her that kind of thing she just tells 

ÍÅ ÈÏ× ÍÕÃÈ ÏÆ Á ÓÍÁÒÔ ȣ  5ÍÍÍȣ  ÙÏÕ ÁÒÅȢ 
 
Jim: ȣ ) ÇÕÅÓÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÓ ÇÏÏÄ ÔÏ ËÎÏ×Ȣ  So Craig, why do is it 

important to preach all these woe passages? 
 
Craig: I thought you would never ask. 
 
Jim: Ok, well I did. 
 
Craig: Good. 
 
Jim: ɉ0ÁÕÓÅɊ 7ÅÌÌȣ 
 
Craig: Well what? 
 
Jim: Are you going to answer the question? 
 
Craig: Oh yea, I almost forgot, I was just so happy you asked. 



 
Jim: Ok, well I did. 
 
Craig: Good.  
 
Jim: (Pause) Ugh. (To congregation) What a way to fill the sermon 

time. 
 
Craig:  /Ëȟ )ȭÍ ÒÅÁÄÙ ÎÏ×Ȣ  ) ÊÕÓÔ ÈÁÄ ÔÏ ÅÎÊÏÙ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÍÅÎÔȢ 
 )Ô ÉÓ ÔÈÉÓ ÌÁÓÔ Ȱ7ÏÅȱ ÔÈÁÔ ÅØÐÌÁÉÎÓ ×ÈÙ ÔÈÉÓ ËÉÎÄ ÏÆ ÌÁÎÇÕÁÇÅ ÉÓ 

used in the New Testament.  You see, Jesus is referring to the 
Old Testament prophets; the fact that Israel had long rejected 
'ÏÄȭÓ messengers.  They even tried to cover over the sins of 
their ancestors by building elaborate monuments to the 
prophets and denying that they would have behaved the same 
way as their parents and grandparents.   
Jesus is just using the same language that the prophets used to 
speak on behalf of God.  And if you watch their reaction, (and 
of course we have the advantage of history to know what 
happens just a short while later, the crucifixion of Jesus)  we 
know that they would have done just like their parents did. 

 
Anyway, if you allow me to skip all the other boring stuff and 
ÇÅÔ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ Ȱ3Ï ×ÈÁÔȟ ÔÈÅ ×ÈÁÔ ÄÏÅÓ ÔÈÉÓ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÏ ÄÏ ×ÉÔÈ me 
ÔÏÄÁÙ ÐÁÒÔȢȱ 

 
Jim: Oh Yea, that is what this congregation wants to hear, give us 

the so what. 
 
Craig: Well, just like the Pharisees did, so are we.  Have any of you 

ever said to yÏÕÒÓÅÌÆȟ Ȱ)Æ ) ÈÁÄ ÂÅÅÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 'arden of Eden, I 
would not eat that fruitȦȱ  /Òȟ Ȱ)Æ ) ×ÁÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÒÏ×Äȟ ) ×ÏÕÌÄ 
have ÄÅÆÅÎÄÅÄ *ÅÓÕÓȢȱ  /Òȟ Ȱ)Æ ) ×ÁÓ 0ÅÔÅÒȟ ) ×ÏÕÌÄ ÎÏÔ ÈÁÖÅ 
ÄÅÎÉÅÄ #ÈÒÉÓÔȢȱ  (ÁÖÅ ÙÏÕȩ 

 
Jim: Sure I have thought that. 



 
Craig: Me too.  Well, that is what the Pharisees were doing, thinking 

that they were better than their ancestors, that they would 
have made better decisions.  Then they went on to kill Jesus.   

 
Jim: 9ÅÁȟ ÔÈÁÔ ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ ÒÅÁÌÌÙ ÍÁËÅ ÔÈÅÍ ÁÎÙ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÈÕÈȢ 
 
Craig: Not really.  But the point is, we all reject God, every human in 

history has turned their baÃË ÏÎ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÌÏÖÅȢ  !Ó ÉÔ ÓÁÙÓ ÉÎ 
)ÓÁÉÁÈ υσȡφ Ȱ7Å ÁÌÌȟ ÌÉËÅ ÓÈÅÅÐ ÈÁÖÅ ÇÏÎÅ ÁÓÔÒÁÙȟ ÅÁÃÈ ÔÏ ÈÉÓ 
Ï×Î ×ÁÙȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄ ÈÁÓ ÌÁÉÄ ÏÎ ÈÉÍȟ ÔÈÅ ÉÎÉÑÕÉÔÙ ÏÆ ÕÓ ÁÌÌȢȱ 

  
 !ÌÔÈÏÕÇÈ ×Å ÄÏÎȭÔ ÌÉËÅ ÔÏ ÈÅÁÒ ÉÔȟ ÁÎÄ ÉÔ ÍÁËÅÓ ÕÓ ÓÈÕÆÆÌÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 

pew, we are just like those Pharisees.  We would like to think 
that we are better than the next person, or even better than 
our parents.  Especially men, we have a competitive nature 
about us such that we want to prove we are better. 

 
Jim: Oh, I know what you mean, like I am better than you at 

fantasy football, and basketball, and in Thialand I worked 
harder than you, and you name it.   

 
Craig: Uh, yea, exactly ,like you think you are better and worked 

harder ȣ 
 
Jim: Yep I think it, and I know it. 
 
Craig: Thanks for proving my point. 
 
Jim: No problem, I figured somebody had to. 
 
Craig: Well, the crux of this passage is that while we, just like the 

Pharisees, believe our faith is greater than others, our 
morality better than the world, our commitment greater than 
our neighbor, our obedience above the norm, and telling 



ourselves these things makes us feel good, it is still our sin 
that nailed Jesus to the cross.   

 
Jim: .Ï× ÙÏÕȭÒÅ ÇÏÉÎÇȢ  0ÒÅÁÃÈ ÉÔ ÂÒÏÔÈÅÒȢ 
 
Craig: 4ÈÅ Ȱ7ÏÅȱ ÔÏ ÕÓ should be a recognition that we are just as 

much in need oÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÇÒÁÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÆÏÒÇÉÖÅÎÅÓÓ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÎÅØÔ 
person.  We are just as much in need of a dose of humility as 
the Pharisees.  We are just as much in need of Christian 
accountability as the Peter was. 

 
Jim: That sounds like some of the reasons we get together every 

six months. 
 
Craig: You got that right.  The anguish that we should feel is only a 

reality in the absence of the Cross. 
 
Jim: Ok, now that one went too deep.  Rephrase please. 
 
Craig:  Well, for example, when we think we can get along without 

Jesus, we ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÈÅÁÒ Á Ȱ7ÏÅ ÔÏ ÙÏÕȱ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÁÉÒȢ   
 7ÈÅÎ ×Å ÔÈÉÎË ÔÈÁÔ ×Å ÃÁÎ ÓËÉÐ ×ÏÒÓÈÉÐȣ  
 
Jim: ɉ7ÏÅȣɊ 
 
Craig: When we think that we can get by without our morning 

ÄÅÖÏÔÉÏÎȣ 
 
Jim: ɉ7ÏÅȣɊ 
 
Craig: 7ÈÅÎ ×Å ÔÈÉÎË ×Å ÃÁÎ ÁÖÏÉÄ ÔÈÅ ÏÆÆÅÒÉÎÇ ÐÌÁÔÅȣ 
  
Jim:  ɉ7ÏÅȣɊ 
 
Craig: When we think we can believe in our heart, but not confess 

with out mouth that Jesus is Lord. (Romans 10:9-10) 



 
Jim  ɉ7ÏÅȣɊ 
 
Craig: Or even if we do all of those things and think they make us 

ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÔÈÁÎ ÏÔÈÅÒÓȣ 
 
Jim: ɉ7ÏÅȣɊ 
 
Craig: In fact, when we make anything more important than a 

ÐÅÒÓÏÎÁÌ ÒÅÌÁÔÉÏÎÓÈÉÐ ×ÉÔÈ *ÅÓÕÓ #ÈÒÉÓÔȣ 
 
Jim: ɉ7ÏÅȣɊ 
 
Craig: thanks for the special effects. 
 
Jim: 4ÈÁÔȭÓ ×ÈÁÔ ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓ ÁÒÅ ÆÏÒȢ 
 
Craig: !Ó ×Å ÓÅÅ ÂÙ ÔÈÅÓÅ Ȱ7ÏÅȱ ÐÁÓÓÁÇÅÓȟ *ÅÓÕÓ ÈÁÄ Á ÔÅÎÄÅÎÃÙ ÔÏ 

push his followers beyond their comfort zone.  Often Jesus 
pushes us to express and share our faith with others, to speak 
what we believe.   

 
Jim: /È ÎÏȟ ÙÏÕȭÒÅ ÎÏÔ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÁÓË ÔÈÉÓ ÃÏÎÇÒÅÇÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÓÈÁÒÅ ÔÈÅÉÒ 

faith are you?  $ÁÎÇÅÒȟ 7ÉÌÌ 2ÏÂÉÎÓÏÎȣ 
 
Craig: Yep, that is the first thing that comes to mind when someone 

ÓÁÙÓ ÔÈÅ Ȱ%ȱ ×ÏÒÄȟ %ÖÁÎÇÅÌÉÓÍȟ ÏÒ ÔÁÌËÓ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÓÈÁÒÉÎÇ ÏÕÒ 
faith.  But I would suggest, that part of our act of accepting the 
redeeming work of Christ on the Cross is our ability to 
verbalize what that means to us. 

 
Jim: They are not going to want you to be reappointed next year if 

you keep this up. 
 
Craig: !Èȟ ÂÕÔ ×ÏÕÌÄ ) ÂÅ ÙÏÕÒ ÆÒÉÅÎÄ ÉÆ ) ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÐÕÓÈ ÙÏÕ ÊÕÓÔ Á ÌÉÔÔÌÅ 

deeper in your relationship with Christ? 



 
Jim: Uhh, Yea,  ÙÏÕ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÍÙ ÂÅÓÔ ÆÒÉÅÎÄȣ 
 
Craig: Jim, when I meet a friend at the store, you know one of the 

first things I do is go home to Jody and say, guess who I saw 
today.  Do you do that? 

 
Jim: 9ÅÁ ÂÕÔ ) ÄÏÎȭÔ ÇÅÔ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÒÒÅÌÁÔÉÏÎȢ   
 
Craig: Or when I have a great conversation with  a friend, I tell other 

people about it. (Well except that pastoral confidence thing) 
 
Jim: That is good to know, and so do I. 
 
Craig: Or simply when I attend an exciting concert, sports game, or 

community activity, I tell lots of people about that kind of 
thing, because it was important to me, I enjoyed it, and I want 
to share that experience with other people. 

 
Jim: Ok, I am starting to see where you are taking this. 
 
Craig: Well, greater than anything else I have experienced in this life 

is my relationship with Jesus Christ, and his promise of 
eternal life that he gives me.  That is why I think it is 
important that we speak what we believe, essentially, I am 
sharing heaven.   
So I would like to share with you, then challenge you to do the 
same thing. 
I just want you to know how important Jesus Christ is to me.  I 
believe Jesus Christ is my Lord and savior, that he died on the 
cross for my sins, and that by his suffering, death, and 
resurrection, I am washed clean and forgiven of all my sins.  I 
also believe that by his grace he has promised me eternal life 
in heaven with God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.   

 Now you give it a go. 
 



Jim: Wow, you said that real nice like.   
 
Craig: I have had a lot of practice lately.  In fact I found out how 

much fun, and how freeing it is to say it.  Now it is your turn. 
 
Jim: Do I have to do this better than you too? 
 
Craig: .Á )ȭÌÌ ÃÕÔ ÙÏÕ Á ÌÉÔÔÌÅ slack on this one.  Besides, speaking your 

faith is an individual thing, and we all do it a little different. 
 
Jim: Phew that is good to hear.  Ok, ÓÏ ÈÅÒÅ ÇÏÅÓȣ 
 
Craig: Awesome, thanks for sharing that with me.  Now do you 

suppose we could be silent for a minute and listen to the 
congregation do the same thing? 

 
Jim: Hmm, I am not sure if they are ready for that or not. 
 
Craig: I am not sure either, but I bet God is urging a few of them out 

ÏÆ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÃÏÍÆÏÒÔ ÚÏÎÅÓȢ  ,ÅÔȭÓ ÇÉÖÅ ÉÔ Á ÍÏÍÅÎÔ ÔÏ ÓÅÅ ÉÆ 'ÏÄ 
will encourage us with a spirit led testimony or two this 
morning. 

 
(Time) 
 
Craig: Wow God is good to us; just listen to all the lives that God has 

touched.  We really are a blessed community.   
 Now let us sing our closing hymn. 


