Jumptn tlrwough the Hoops
June 22, 2008

Geneseo United Methodist Chuech
Pastor Cvai,g Fevguson

Matthew 2315 © Woe to you, sceibes and Pharisees, hypocvttes! Foe you cross

sea and land to make a s'LngLe conwert, and you make the new convert twice

as I’YLLLleL a leLLl,d Of. heu as yOU,‘CSQLQQS.

In this passage Jesus is taUc'Lng to the peopLe who weve consideved most holy in his day,

and he cuts them no slack. He jumps Uight to the point and calls them hypocvttes.
Thevefove, | thought it would be fun to make it a little move modern, and to stact off

this movning with the top seven you mtght be a hypocvtte list.

Top SEVOI: . o v ot You mi,ght be a Hypocvi,te lines.

L

2.
3.

If your attendance at church depends on what time your kids wake you up. . .
If you think chuech is only open for Bapttsrns, Weddtngs, and Funevals. . .

If you tell someone they should go to chuech, but cant vemember the name of
the chuech you attend. . .

If you have a Bible on your nightstand somewhere under a stack of (those)
magazines. . .

If you consider the seermon nap tume. . .

If you think a Tithe is something you wear, and the offering plate is a good
place to empty out your spare chcmge.. ..

If you consider the communion wine the fiest shot of Satuvday night. ..

Ok, that was fun, but it is also scary to say theve ave people who fit into that

list. FPor a lot of peopLe betng a Cheistian is move about the umage and what peopLe see

than about who we veauy are.

Fore the Jews it had all been about fouowing the law; obey the laws and offer the

U'Lg]at saceifice at the U'Lght time and t]aey thought they were good.



Our understanding of Christianity today has become very similav to what it
was in desus day, follow a set of rules and youre good. Do the right thing, and you
get a feee pass to heaven. Tell me if these concepts sound familiae?

1. Sit t]fwough a bovtng chuech sevvice a couple tunes a year, and youre good.

2. Do the slgn of the cross, Go to confessional, say the Hail Mcwy, take

communion youre good

3. Serve food at a local shelter ov build a habitat house, and youre good

4. If none of that works for you then give a big offering and youre good

B. F'Lnauy Get your kids done and they ave good

df you cant tell, [ am betng just a little cyntcal today)

Its scary that you know what I mean when I sary get the kids done, and it proves
the point. We think if we walk thvough the Utght set of hoops in life, it is like sLLpang
God a hundeed dollar bill for a specLaL seat at the hea%mly table. But ChULStLOJ’LLty
s'meLy does not work that wavy, and that is exactly what Jesus was teLL'Lng the
Pharisees. A set of vules dont cut it. A set of hoops dont get you into heaven.

That phvase Jesus used caught me as offensive, [ dont know if you heard it ov
not, desus called them, a Child of Hell. It is almost as bad as when desus told Peter,
Get behind me Satan. Now, no matter what you think about Peter, (he was a little
UOngl/‘L arvound the edges) ov the Phavisees, they weve all teying to be good, and do the
ULg](Lt thtng. However, in both cases, Jesus vefevred to theie good intention as
someth'hng that got in the way of their velattonshtp with God. They were so worried
about foLLowLng the law that they missed the obvtous. They would walk past a man
beaten half to death on the voad because touching him would make them unclean.
(the Good Samaritar)

Umcovtunately [ think that s exactly what we do today. We tey to jump
through the vight set of Christian hoops so that we look good to the world, and we feel
good about ourselves, but we miss doing what God expects of us.

Have any of you seen the T.V. show Monk? If he shakes someones hand he has
to use a sanitary wipe, if he sees something out of ovder he has to stop and put it in
pla,ce. When he beushes his teeth he has to boil his tooth beush, then beushes an exact
number of times on each side of his mouth.

Now, [ dont have those kind of quirks, but only three weeks ago, while I was in
the middle of an intense phone conversation and deiving. [had to stop and fill up
with gas, and with the ear piece in, [ went in to the store to pay, but [ didnt want to go



to the counter while [ was in a phone conversation, so [ meandeved the aisle, Looktng
for a diet soda.

Unconsciously I vealized [ had steaightened and pulled to the front a whole shelf
of ch'Lp dtp and snacks. (that must have been a temporary flashback to my vetail
management days) Needless to sary in that moment [ felt like monk, like the
Pharisees, needing to have e%vythtng organized and in place.

Dont Laugh to haed, because I know many of you like my wife have a niqhtly
voutine of going thvough the house, checktng the doovs, and maktng suee ex?evythtng s
mn place and secuve before she can even think of going to bed.

That is what Jesus was condemntng in the Phavisees, the fact that the tempLe
vules had become so contvoutng and cvtppling to them. Thtngs like, the Sabbath betng
an excuse not to cave for the poov ov sick, the cleanliness laws betng an excuse to not
touch ov shave food with someone. Bastcauy, by the temple law they had set
themselves apart as better than everyone else. And they did not accept anyone who
fell shoet of the full standared of the law.

Today that m'Lg](Lt look like a very strict conservative chuech. A chuech wheve
you have to be a member to enter the door, wheve you have to dreess a cectain way,
wheve anyone who misses a Sunday ov sins is not offered communion.

Now we dont even come close to that picture, in fact I think Genesco is very
open and Lootng. But, this passage should help us to think about whether or not there
ave tl/LLngs that a chuech does to set itself apact and close its doovs to any geoup of
peopLe?

Just like the poor, sick, diseased, Samaritans and sinners of Jesus day felt
disenfranchised feom the tempte, are there groups of peopLe today who look at the
chuech like it has a lrL'Lg]rL forteess wall built avound it with a moat flled with anLgatovs
between them and the enteance?

To be honest, from the inside, it is havd to understand what an outsider
experlences. While we feel very 10\7'Lng, they see cold eyes of judgment, and tlfxey dont
learn any diffevent because they ave afraid to walk in the doors and find out for
themselves. Imagme with me. . .

A person who has no previous chuech connection, maybe they have kids,
may]oe they are lowee middle class, ov gowng t]rwough some hard times. Whatever the
veason, they begin to have questions about God and faith and they feel deawn to seck
faith, but they dont know how, or what that looks like.

(carrying on my cynical attitude, we consider faith a prwate matter so no one
has tnvited them to chuechy



But, if they decide to come to chuech, wheve do you think they ave intimidated
flest? Driving toward the chuech, which enteance do they come in. wheve do they
pcu:k, and does my beat up car beLong next to these shtny new vehicles? If they built
up enough courage to park, they venture toward the door and wonder, which dooe
should [ use, am [ dressed appropriately, what will everyone think of me? After they
walk in the doov it is an effort to find wheve to go, to look like they know what they
ave cloing, to find a seat, then to be fearful that they are sitting in someones pew.
Duvtng the sevvice it is a steuggle to keep up, when do they stand, sit, pray, vead, and
which book do they need. And umagune the pain of singing a song that they have
never heard and feels like it comes from the Middle Ages. On top of that, when asked
to use the Bible, how do they use that book and not look like a fool. { think some of
us feel that way)

With all this going tlmsough a visitors mind is it no wonder that most people
cun out the back door as fast as they can after the sevvice. Without knowtng it, the
chuech has built up so many hoops that we just jump t]rwough every week, and we
expect everyone to just 'Lnsttnct'WeLy know what those hoops ave. And whether or not
we expect that, they fell like it is expected.

These hoops of veLLg'Lous expectation have no eternal value ov consequence yet
we continue them as if they make a person Christian.

Now [ might mention, if these people had been invited, picked up, beought, and
sat with, a lot of these fear would have been avoided. If we would show peopLe what it
means to be a Cheistian, and show them the hoops that we have built in, they mtght
just be move comfortable check'm,g out what Cheist has to offev. By the way, 807% of
people who ave invited l)y a friend accept the tnotation.

In summacy, Jesus ceitique of the Pharisees was because thete hoops shut people
out of the temple. Today we must ask ouvseloes, what hoops do we have that keep
people out of the chuech? lewisttanity is not about ](LOOPS, it is about geace, and Chetst
ceucified. Lets do away with the hoops and just WOUsh'Lp God. Amen.



